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SCHOOLS — PUBLIC–PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS — INFRASTRUCTURE 

1090. Hon SUE ELLERY to the minister representing the Treasurer: 
In the Legislative Council estimates hearing on 10 June 2014, Treasury officials advised in response to 
a question from me about the size of the savings to be made from the use of public–private partnerships for new 
school infrastructure that other jurisdictions had delivered notionally 10 per cent savings relative to the public 
sector comparator, but that they could not provide the house with the dollar amount that would represent in 
Western Australia until the government had determined the range of services to be included in the package. 
(1) Will the Treasurer now table a copy of the public sector comparator relied on? 
(2) If no to (1), why not? 
(3) Given the scope of services to be included in the public–private partnership package for school building 

and facilities management has now been determined, what is the dollar value of savings the government 
is expecting to receive? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) No. 
(2) The public sector comparator is the primary instrument for determining whether public–private 

partnership bids represent value for money. It plays a vital role in the evaluation of PPP bids and is 
therefore strictly confidential until the procurement process is concluded. However, the PSC will be 
made publicly available by the Department of Treasury as part of the project summary report, which 
will be released within six months after contract execution. 

(3) Given that the scope of services included in the Western Australian schools PPP is similar to that 
included in PPPs delivered in other jurisdictions, similar savings relative to traditional public sector 
delivery are expected. However, the state’s estimated savings amount would effectively reveal the value 
of the PSC, and is therefore strictly confidential for the same reasons as cited in the previous response. 
The actual savings relative to the PSC will also be disclosed in the project summary report to be 
released within six months after contract execution. The member just has to be patient. 
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